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Sweet H a l l  i s  s i t u a t e d  on a n  open  t r a c t  o f  l a n d  a t  a  bend o f  t h e  Pamunkey R i v e r  i n  
King Wil l iam County.  Because o f  i t s  p r o x i m i t y  t o  New Kent C o u r t  House a  f e r r y  was 
l o c a t e d  a t  Sweet H a l l  i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  and e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s .  

Srieet H a l l  is a  s t o r y - a n d - a - h a l f ,  a symmet r i ca l ,  T-shaped s t r u c t u r e  p r o b a b l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  
l a t e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  e igh t , een th  c e n t u r y .  It i s  b u i l t  o f  b r i c k  l a i d  i n  
E n g l i s h  bond t h r o u g h o u t ,  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  ( s o u t h )  f r o n t ,  which is i n  F l e m i s h  bond w i t h  
g l a z e d  h e a d e r s  above t h e  b e v e l e d  w a t e r  t a b l e .  The w a t e r  t a b l e ,  which i s  c a r r i e d  
around t h e  e n t i r e  b u i l d i n g ,  b r e a k s  abou t  two f e e t  from e i t h e r  jamb o f  t h e  f r o n t  e n t r y ,  
s u g g e s t i n g  t h e  fo imer  e x i s t e n c e  of  a n  o r i g i n a l  e n t r a n c e  s t o o p ,  and i s  m i t r e d  o v e r  t h e  . 
head o f  t h e  c e l l a r  e n t r a n c e  ( i n  t h e  e a s t  g a b l e  end o f  t h e  main b l o c k ) ,  i n  t h e  manner 
o f  a  l a b e l  mold. The house  was c o v e r e d  w i t h  s c o r e d  s t u c c o  e a r l y  i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y ;  t h i s  s u r v i v e s  o n  most  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  f a c a d e ,  and on t h e  e a s t  w a l l  o f  t h e  
e l l .  

The main b l o c k  i s  f i v e  bays  l o n g  w i t h  t h r o a t i n g  u n d e r  t h e  windows and p o s s i b l y  w i t h  
j a c k  a r c h e s  above them. The n ine -over -n ine  s a s h  a r e  m i d - e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  and e a r l y  
n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  r e p l a c e m e n t s  ( t h e  o r i g i n a l  windows were  p r o b a b l y  l e a d  casements) .  
A n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  porch s h e l t e r s  t h e  c e n t r a l  t h r e e  bays  o f  t h e  f a c a d e .  The g a b l e  
ends have s e g m e n t a l  a r c h e s  w i t h  a l t e r n a t i n g  g l a z e d  h e a d e r s  o v e r  t h e  o r i g i n a l  window 
open ings .  Those o n  t h e  w e s t  end were  widened l a t e  i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  and 

. . t h e i r  n i n e - o v e r - n i n e  s a s h  d a t e  from t h a t  tir,ie. O f  t h e  e a s t  end o p e n i n g s  t h e  s o u t h e r n  
window is a n  e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  a l t e r a t i o n ;  t h e  n o r t h e r n  one is o r i g i n a l  and h a s  

: . . n o t  been e n l a r g e d ,  b u t  t h e  f rame d a t e s  from t h e  m i d - e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y ,  and t h e  s i x -  
o v e r - s i x  s a s h  i n  b o t h  windorus a r e  modern. The main b lock  i s  crowned w i t h  a  g a b l e  r o o f  
e m b e l l i s h e d  w i t h  a  m i d - e i g h t e e n t h -  o r  e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  m o d i l l i o n  cor , . '  Y ~ C E  on 
t h e  f r o n t  and a  molded box c o r n i c e  on t h e  r e a r  ( t h e s e  c o v e r  t h e  rew?ins  o f  c o r b e l e d  
b r i c k  c o r n i c e  s t o p s ) .  F i v e  g a b l e d  Greek R e v i v a l  dormers  b r e a k  t h e  f r o n t  s l o p e ;  i t  
i s  n o t  p r e s e n t l y  p o s s i b l e  t o  a s c e r t a i n  whe the r  t h e y  r e p l a c e  e a ' r l i e r  d o r n e r s .  Ttro 
i n t e r i o r  end chimneys w i t h  T-shaped s t a c k s ,  s m a l l  v e a t h e r i n g s  on t h e i r  backs  above 
t h e  r i d g e  l i n e  and e l a b o r a t e l y  moL<led c a p s  surmount t h e  main  b l o c k .  

The e l l ,  w h i c ! ~  is s e t  o f f - c e n t e r  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  has on i t s  n o r t h  end a n  a s y n m e t r i c a l ,  T- 
s t a c k ,  pyramidal  e x t e r i o r  chimney w i t h  a  s i n g l e  s t e e p  t i l e d  w e a t h e r i n g  o n  t h e  e a s t  and 
a  v e r t i c a l  a s c e n t  o n  t h e  w e s t .  The e a s t  window o n  t h i s  end i s  n o t  o r i g i n a l ;  t h e  v e s t  
door  (which l e a d s  i n t o  a  s m a l l ,  f rame,  t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y  k i t c h e n  e l l )  was p o s s i b l y  an  
o r i g i n a l  windoru. The o p e n i n g s  ( a door  and a  windoru) i n  t h e  e a s t  w a l l  of t h e  e l l  a r e  
o r i g i n a l ;  o f  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  open ings  i n  t h e  icest  w s l l ,  t h e  door  h a s  been changed t o  
a  window i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  c e n t u r y .  A f u l l - l e n g t h ,  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  s c r e e n e d  po~:ch 
s h e l t e r s  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  e l l .  

Sweet H a l l  h a s  a  h a l l - p a r l o r - p l a n  main b l o c k ,  w i t h  a  s i n g l c  l a r g e  room i n  t h e  e l l .  
A z a i n s t  t h e  wes t  w a l l  o f  t h e  e l 1  i s  a  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  s t a i r  i n s t a l l e d  by t h e  owners 
i n  t h e  1920s a s  a  r ep lacement  f o r ,  and on t h e  s i t e  o f ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  e n c l o s e Z  s t a i r .  
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The i n t e r i o r  woodwork o f  Sweet H a l l  d a t e s  p r i n c i p a l l y  from t h e  m i d - e i g h t e e n t h  t o  t h e  
m i d - n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s .  I n  t h e  h a l l  (west room) is a  p l a i n  Greek R e v i v a l  m a n t e l  
w i t h  unadorned p i l a s t e r s  and f r i e z e . ,  The f i r e p l a c e  h a s  been  c l o s e d  t o  accommodate 
a  f u r n a c e  f l u e ,  and t h e  chimney b r e a s t  i s  f l a n k e d  by n i c h e s  w i t h  round-headed open-  
i n g s .  The d o o r s ,  d o o r  f r a m e s ,  hardware and double-beaded c h a i r b o a r d  a l l  d a t e  from 
t h e  e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  and g r a i n i n g  s u r v i v e s  o n  t h e  m i d - n r n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  
window jambs. 

The p a r l o r  m a n t e l  i s  a  s i m p l e  m i d - n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  f rame w i t h  a  l i g h t  s h e l f .  
Flan!cing t h e  f i r e p l a c e  a r e  c l o s e t s  w i t h  f i n e  f o u r - p a n e l ,  r a i s e d - p a n e l  d2ors .  The 
n o r t h  c l o s e t  h a s  a n  o r i g i n a l  f o u r - p a n e l  e x t e r i o r  d o o r  ( t o  t h e  e a s t  porch)  w i t h  a  
s t r i k i n g  S u f f o l k  "bean" l a t c h .  

No e a r l y  t r i m  s u r v i v e s  i n  t h e  e l l  room, and t h e  f i r e p l a c e  h a s  been c l o s e d .  

The second f l o o r  r e t a i n s  a  v a r i e t y  0 f : o r i g i n a l  f o u r - p a n e l ,  r a i s e d - p a n e l  doors  hung 

( o n  u n u s u a l  f o l i a t e d  HL h i n g e s ,  e x c e p t  f o r  a  c l o s e t  door  i n  t h e  e a s t  chamber t h a t  i s  
hung on c r o s s - g a r n e t  h i n g e s  which a r e  n o t  common i n  V i r g i n i a .  

Sweet H a l l ' s  p r i n c i p a l  d i s t i n c t i o n  l i e s  i n  i t s  r o o f  s t r u c t u r e .  The e l l  i s  framed 
w i t h  a  p r i n c i p a l  raf ter -common r a f t e r - p r i n c i . p a 1  b u t t  p u r l i n  r o o f ,  which was used  
co~n~nonly  i n  s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  Neru England houses  and i n  l a r g e  s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  
V i r g i n i a  houses ,  h u t  r a r e l y  i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  i n  V i r g i n i a .  Tne main b l o c k  
is  framed w i t h  a n  upper  c r u c k  ( o r  c u r v e d - p r i n c i p a l )  and b u t t - p u r l i n  r o o f ,  a  member 
o f  a  f a m i l y  o f  r o o f  t y p e s  b e l i e v e d  u n t i l  r e c e n t l y  n o t  t o  e x i s t  i n  h e r i c a .  Sweet 
H a l l  i s  t h e  t h i r d  s u c h  r o o f  t o  be d i s c o v e r e d  i n  America,  and t h e  f i r s t  i n  V i r g i n i a .  
One r a f t e r  c o u p l e  i s  exposed i n  t h e  p a r t i t i o n  b e t ~ ~ ~ e e n  t h e  passage  and t h e  e a s t  
chamber. Another  i s  bel . icved t o  e x i s t  i n  t h e  wes t  c h a x b e r ,  n co:r?aralr le d i s t a n c e  
from t h e  wes t  g a b l e  end ,  bd t  t h e  unbroken r c i l i n g  a t  c o l l a r - b e a m  l e v e l  a t  p r e s e n t  
p r e v e n t s  t h e  c o n E i r m a t i o n  o f  t h i s  h y p o t h e s i s  o r  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  of  t h e  b l a d e s  above 
t h e  l e v e l  o f  t h e  c o l l a r s .  

No e a r l y  o u t b u i l d i n g s  s u r v i v e .  The tombs o f  t h e  b u i l d e r  and h i s  son  l i e  abou t  1 0 0  
f e e t  n o r t h  o f  t h e  house .  

GPO 8 9 2  45; 
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- 

R i n s  Wi l l i am c o u n t y ' s  v e n e r a b l e  Sweet H a l l ,  a  T-shaped,  b r i c k  manor house i s  a  
h i g h l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  example of  Vir : ; in ia1s  r a r e  pre-Georgian a r c h i t e c t u r e .  . Its f i n e  - 
br ickwork,  u n u s u a l  p l a n ,  and sui.v:ving i n t e r i o r  appo in tments  would i n  t h e n s e l v e s  
d i s t i n g u i s h  Sweet H a l l ;  b u t  i t s  upper  cruc!:, o r  c u r v e d - p r i n c i p a l ,  r o o f ,  one  o f  
o n l y  t h r e e  found i n  America t o  d a t e ,  and t h e  o n l y  one d i s c o v e r e d  i n  V i r g i n i a ,  marks 
t h e  house a s  one o f  t h e  most  i m p o r t a n t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  documents of  t h e  c o l o n i a l  
p e r i o d ,  o n e  which p romises  t o  y i e l d  new i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  p r o c e s s e s  and 
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  o f  a  l i t t l e  known p e r i o d  of  c o l o n i a l  h i s t o r y .  P r o b a b l y  b u i l t  b a t e  
i n  t h e  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  S v e e t  H a l l  was t h e  home f i r s t  o f  
t h e  C l a i b o r n e s  and t h e n  of  t h e  R u f f i n  f a m i l y ,  b o t h  prominent  i n  t h e  e a r l y  h i s t o r y  
of  V i r g i n i a .  . . 

Recent  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  e x c a v a t i o n s  and a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d i s c o v e r i e s  i n  V i r g i n i a  and 
Maryland have c h a l l e n g e d  t r a d i t i o n a l  n o t i o n s  o f  " f i r s t - F r i o d " b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  Tide-  
w a t e r  Sou th .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  e a r l y  b u i l d i n g  i n  t h i s  r e g i o n  has  come t o  be  recogn ized  
a s  a  v a s t l y  more d i v e r s e  phenomenon t h a n  was p r e v i o u s l y  t h o u g h t .  W e l l - p r e s e r v e d  

. . pre -Geors ian  b u i l d i n g s  such  a s  Sweet H a l l  p r o v i d e  r a r e  esamples  o £  t h e  u s e  o f  
a r c h a i c  b u i l d i n g  p r a c t i c e s  i n  t h e  S o u t h ,  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  were  e v e n t u a l l y  abandcned I 

because  of  t h e i r  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  s h o d d i l y  b u i l t  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  \ 
c e n t u r y ,  because  o f  t h e  homogenizat ion o f  b u i l d i n g  t e c h n o l o g y  i n  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  
V i r g i n i a ,  and b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  syh-eeping r e b u i l d i n g  o f  r u r a l  V i r g i n i a  i n  t h e  e a r l y  
n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  

Cruck and c r u c k - l i k e  b u i l d i n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n  is a  c a s e  i n  p o i n t .  Eecause b u i l d i n g  
i n  America was t h o u g h t  t o  r e l y  h e a v i l y  o n  s o u t h e a s t e r n  E n g l i s h  p r a c t i c e s ,  and 
because  c r u c k  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  a  n o r t h w e s t e r n  E n g l i s h  p r a c t i c e ,  was t h o u g h t  t o  have 
d i s a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  m i d - s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  i t  was assumed t h a t  :ex, i f  any,  s u c h  
b u i l d i n g s  were  e r e c t e d  i n  America,  and none a t  a l l  a E t e r  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r s  of s e t t l e -  1 
ment.  A s  r e c e n t  r e s e a r c h  i n  A ~ e r i c a  h a s  l e d  s c h o l a r s  t o  e x p e c t  more a r c h i t e c t n r a l  
d i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s  o f  E n g l i s h  v e r n a c u l a r  a r c h i t e c t u r e  have a t  t h e  s a x  t i m e  r e i n -  i 
t e r p r e t e d  t h e i r  own c ruck-bu i ld in :  t r a d i t i o n  and have shorm it t o  have s u r v i v e d ,  
i n  i t s  d e r i v a t i v e  forms,  w e l l  i n t o  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  ! 

I 
Such o f £ s h o o t s  o f  c r u c k  b u i l d i n g  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  derivative "cruck-&ke" forms 
because  t h c y  do n o t  s u p p o r t  t h e  e n t i r e  we igh t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  f r o 2  gronnd l e v e l ,  a s  
t r u e  c r u c k s  do. R a t h e r ,  t h e y  a r e  t r a n s i t i o n a l  between c r u c k  f o r n s  and r o o f s  w i t h  
s t r a i g h t  r a f t e r s .  L i k e  t h e  former  t h e y  a r e  i u r v e d ;  l i k e  t h e  l a t t e r  t h e y  a r e  s u p p o r t e d  

on ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  s u p p o r t i n g ,  t h e  v c r t i c a l  w a l l s .  

See  C o n t i n u a t i o n  S h e e t  83 
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Upper c r u c k s  a r e  one  of  s e v e r a l  truck-like forms.  Upper c r u c k s  i n  England a r e  
t y p i c a l l y  found i n  masonry b u i l d i n g s  and s u r v i v i n g  examples d a t e  f rom t h e  e a r l y  
s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  t h r o u g h  t h e  f o u r t h  decade o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  Sweet 
H a l l  f i t s  t h e s e  c r i t e r i a .  It r e p r e s e n t s ,  a s  t h e  E n g l i s h  e:<amples do,  a n  
advance from a  p o o r e r  hous ing  s t a n d a r d  t o  a  much h i g h e r ,  b u t  s t i l l  modest ,  one.  
That  t h e  house  is c a l l e d  a  " H a l l , "  l i k e  Ocean H a l l ,  a  Maryland upper -c ruck  house ,  
and l i k e  t h e  b e t t e r  E n g l i s h  u p p e r  c r u c k s ,  i s  a n  a c c u r a t e  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  i t s  s t a t u s .  
Sweet H a l l  was t h e  home o f  a  we l l - to -do  b u t  n o t  a u d a c i o u s l y  w e a l t h y  p r o v i n c i a l  
f a x i l y ;  i t  was t h e  ~ q u i v a l e n t  o f  a  s m a l l  manor house.  

Gecause t h e  King Wi l l i am County r e c o r d s  were  among t h o s e  most  s e v e r e l y  dec imated  
by n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  d i s a s t e r s ,  t h e  complete  documenta t ion  of  Sweet H a l l  is n o t  
p o s s i b l e .  However, i t  i s  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  Sweet H a l l  l a n d s  f i r s t  be longed  t o  t h e  
C l a i b o r n e  fami ly .  L t .  Co l .  Thomas C l a i b o r n e  (1647-1683), ( t h e  s o n  o f  Wi l l i am 
C l d , b o r n e  (1587-1676), S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  c o l o n y  and a m a j o r  f i g u r e  i n  t h e  mid- 

( s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  p o l i t i c s  o f  V i r g i n i a  and Maryland) p a t e n t e d  l a n d  i n  King 
I J i l l i a m  County ( t h e n  New Kent County) i n  1655 and a g a i n  i n  1677. By t h e  t ime  o f  
h i s  d e a t h  t h e  f a m i l y  was e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  i ts  p r i n c i p a l  p l a n t a t i o n ,  Romancolre, where 
Col. C l a i b o r n e  was b u r i e d .  H i s  s o n  Cap t .  Thomas C l a i b o r n e  (1680-1732) a p p a r e n t l y  
s e t t l e d  a t  Sweet H a l l  l a t e  i n  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  o r  e a r l y  i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  
A f i z u r e  o f  some l o c a l  i m p o r t a n c e ,  Capt .  C l a i b o r n e  was a n  o r i g i n a l  l a n d h o l d e r  i n  
D i l l a w a r e  Town (now West P o i n t ) .  I n  1720 a t  abou t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  h e  b u i l t  Sweet 
K a l l  t h e  Genera l  Assembly a u t h o r i z e d  C l a i b o r n e  t o  o p e r a t e  a  f e r r y  "from S v e e t  
Hal? . . . t o  mouth o f  Tanlcs Q u e e n ' s  Creek,"  a u t h o r i t y  which r.7as r e c o n f i r m e d  t o  
h i s  h e i r s  i n  1748 a s  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  r u n  a  f e r r y  "from Sweet H a l l  t o  C l a i h o r n  
Gooch's  ." 
Capt .  C l a i b o r n e  was b u r i e d  a  few f e e t  n o r t h  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  house .  His  tomb has  
s u r v i v e d  a s  h a s  t h a t  o f  h i s  s o n  Thomas C l a i b o r n e ,  Jr. (170C-1735), c l e r k  o f  
S t a f f o r d  County. N i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  s o u r c e s  a l s o  c l a i m  t h a t  t h e  e l d e r  C l a i b o r n e ' s  
second w i f e ,  Anne Fox (1684-1735), i s  b u r i e d  i n  t h e  same l o t .  

A t  C l a i b o r n e ' s  d e a t h  h i s  s o n  N a t h a n i e l  C l a i b o r n e  "of Sweet I l a l l "  (d. c a .  1756) 
i n h e r i t e d  t h e  p r o p e r t y ;  h e ,  and l a t e r  h i s  widow, c o n t i n u e d  t o  o p e r a t e  t h e  f e r r y .  
S u b s e q u e n t l y ,  R o b e r t  R u f f i n ,  two o f  whose d a u g h t e r s  had m a r r i e d  C l a i b o r n e s ,  c a n e  i n -  
t o  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n .  I n  D-cember 1773 he a d v e r t i s e d  i n  t h e  V i r g i n i ~  
G a z e t t e  "b:. v i r t u e  o f  a  deed i n  t r u s t  from >lr. Roger Gregory t o  ROBERT RUFFI:J," 
"SLTETINLI., A Vcry p l e a s a n t  s i t u a t i o n  o n  Pao~unkey r i v e r  w i t h  a b o u t  400 a c r e s  o f  
h i z h  LAND, and s e v e r a l  hundred a c r e s  o f  v a l u a b l e  marsh,"  t o  be s o l d  a t  a u c t i o n  a t  
Kin2 !d i l l i an  Cour t  Ilouse. Ap!mrently R u f f i n  h i m s e l f  (who om-ed two o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  
pla1:tat ions:  Mayf ie ld  i n  Dinwiddia  County and Rich Heck i n  S u r r y  c o u n t y )  purchased 
o r  r e p u r c h a s e d  t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  f o r  he and h i s  h e i r s  uwned i t  u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  n i n r -  
t v e n t h  c e n t u r y .  

See  ' C o n t i n u a t i o n  SIieet $4 
GF'O B 1 2  - 5 5  



Form No. 10-300a 
/Rev 10.74) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENTOF'TtlE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

I 

( NATIONAL REGISTEZ OF HISTOXIC PLACES 
INWNTOXY -- N 0 M I F I A ~ 0 N  FORM 

CONTI P i U A T l O N  S H E E T  ik4 ITEM NUMBER 8  . PAGE 2  

I n  1801 James R u f f i n ,  " r e s i d i n g  a t  Sweet H a l l , "  i n s u r e d  t h e  p r o p e r t y  w i t h  t h e  
Mutual  Assurance  S o c i e t y .  The "D.iel l ing house" and "i?ingr' ( e l l )  ;?ere v a l u e d  a t  
$2000 " a f t e r  t h e  Deduc t ion  o f  One thousand D o l l a r s  f o r  d e c a y  o r  bad r e p a i r . "  
The p r o p e r t y  was r e i n s u r e d  by ~ u f f i n ' s  h e i r s  i n  1805 a t  $2500 l e s s  $500 f o r  t h e  
same r e a s o n s .  A wooden porch had been added t o  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  e l l  s u p p l e -  
ment ing t h e  f u l l - l e n g t h  "Wooden P iaza"  e t  t h e  f r o n t  of  t h e  house  which had i i rs t  
appeared i n  t h e  e a r l i e r  p o l i c y .  

Sweet H a l l  was s o l d  b s f o r e  1816 to Wil l iam George V i d a l  who r e i n s u r e d  i t  i n  t h a t  
y e a r  f o r  $2000 ' i ~ i t h  "nothing"  deduc ted  f o r  bad r e p a i r ,  T h i s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  
F e d e r a l  d e t a i l i n g ,  n o t a b l y  t h e  doors  and t r i n  and some of  t h e  windows and s a s h  o n  

I 
I 
I 

t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  e x t e r i o r  s t u c c o ,  were  i n s t a l l e d  d u r i n g  r e p a i r s  i 
between 1805 and 1816. I 

i 
V i d a l  ( o r  V i d e l l e )  i s  r e p o r t e d  t o  have "committed s u i c i d e  i n  one o f  t h e  r e a r  
chambers" and i n  1829 " C l a i b o r n  H a l l  o n  t h e  Parnunkey" was a d v e r t i s e d  f o r  s a l e  i n  1 C t h e  Richmond E n q u i r e r .  It was s u b s e q u e n t l y  a c q u i r e d  by Capt .  S t e r l i n g  Lipsconbe 
and t h e n  by h i s  son- in - l aw R. T. p a l l e r  who owned t h e  p r o p e r t y  i n  1897. The 
Palmer f a m i l y ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  owners,  purchased  Sweet H a l l  i n  1924. 



10. Sweet Hall 

The original owners of Sweet Hall, the Claibornes, were 
prominent in the early history of Virginia. Capt. Thomas 
Claiborne, Jr., b. 1680, d. 1732, inherited the Sweet Hall 
tract while he was still a minor. On ~e~tember 5, 1722, he 
was issued a new patent for the Sweet Hall tract containing 
1800 acres described as part of the Grand Patent of 5,000 
acres granted to Col. William Claiborne in 1659. New patents 
were often issued to correct lines and establish boundaries 
between property owners, not only to acquire new land. 
Early patents were often inexact. (Harris, p. 594) In 1720 
Claiborne was authorized to operate a ferry "from Sweet Hall . . . to the mouth of Tank's Queen's Creek" in New Kent, and a 
ferry continued to be operated here well into the nineteenth 
century. (Henings Statutes, Vol. IV, p. 93 and Vol. VI, p. 
17.) The combination of the authorization for the ferry and 
the reissue of the patent suggest that Thomas Claiborne, Jr. 
decided to establish his seat and build a substantial dwelling 
about this time. It is now owned by the Palmer family. 






